Course Syllabus: U.S. History

Teacher: Mr. Rudy
Classroom: 


1st period Room 2101

2nd period Room 2101

3rd period Room 2101

4th period Room 2101

5th period Room 2101                    
Teacher Contact: 

1. Email: Rudyada@wcps.k12.md.us
Teacher Availability: 


Please do not hesitate to ask for any assistance or bring to my attention any problems you may be having. I will be glad to assist in any way that I can. Cooperatively working together will help us have a successful school year. Email is the best way to reach me as I move from various classrooms throughout the day. I will do my best to response to your email as quickly as possible.

Class Website: Mrrudy.weebly.com
Textbook: The American Vison, Modern Times, Publisher: McGraw Hill, GLENCOE, 2010. 
Mr. Rudy’s Suggestions to be successful not only in this class, but with your Academics in High school

1. 
 Be an ACTIVE and ENGAGED learner- the more you participate in class, the better in the class you will do.

2.    Seek UNDERSTANDING- if you are unsure about something- ASK! I am here to help you in any way that I can.

3.    Be ORGANIZED- the more organized you are- the easier finding, keeping up with and succeeding in the class will become.

4.    Seek your BEST EFFORT- give each assignment your very best and be proud of the work you’ve put forth. 

“To give anything less than your best, is to sacrifice the gift.”- Steve Prefontaine
CLASSROOM RULES & EXPECTATIONS

 Rules: 
#1 Students will DEMONSTRATE Respect FOR the person, property, ideas and
     feelings of everyone in the class. 

#2 Students will COMPLY WITH COUNTY, SCHOOL AND CLASSROOM POLICIES. 
#3 Students will PRACTICE PUNCTUALITY, PREPAREDNESS AND ALERTNESS.  

What you can Expect from Mr. Rudy

1. That I will be RESPECTFUL of each and every student and be geared toward helping them succeed in my class as well as their overall High School Career.

2. That I will deliver a VARITY of lessons that engage different learning styles.

3. I will do my best to incorporate types of activities that students enjoy based on student suggestion in the beginning of the year.

4. I will make students aware of their grades weekly, giving them the opportunity to understand what is causing their grade and to seek out missing work if needed. 

Student Expectations:

1. Stay away from the teacher’s and other students’ property.

2. Do not talk out of turn during instruction. Talk only about the subject and be polite. No personal comments. Don’t talk out or argue with teacher in class. You may disagree but be polite.

a. Students are ENCOURAGED to speak openly during discussions and cooperative learning yet still being polite and on the subject matter.
3. ABSOLUTELY NO CELL PHONE USE UNLESS INSTRUCTED TO DO SO IS PERMITTED. 

4. Please keep the immediate area around your desk clean. Do YOUR best to keep the classroom neat and orderly. 
5. Don’t be rude to visitors, myself, or each other. When a speaker is talking give them your undivided attention. You can learn just as much from your classmates as from me. 
6. Don’t ask why when asked to do something. If instructed to do something, please do it. If there is a problem speak to me politely after class time.

7. Refrain from leaving your seat during the class period. Always ask to leave your seat.

8. Do not eat or drink anything during the class period, except a bottle of water.

9. Always sit in the seat assigned. Only the teacher makes changes.
10. Go to the restroom, locker, etc. before entering the classroom. Once you have entered the classroom, you will not be allowed to leave again. 
11. You may only use the restroom with the middle 30 minutes of class. DO NOT ask during the first or last 10 minutes of class. 

12. Sharpen your pencils and be prepared to start work before the late bell.

13. You must be in your seat when the late bell rings.

14. Have all supplies each day.

15. When in class, PAY ATTENTION. Sit up in your seat, keep your head up and face forward. Listen when the teacher or a classmate is addressing the class. Take notes, complete assignments and stay on task.

16. You may not work on material from other classes in my room without my permission. If you do it will be confiscated.

17. Sleeping, day dreaming, writing letters or social notes are not permitted during class. Notes will be confiscated.
Grading:  The following will be used in this classroom to determine course grade. 


	CLASS PARTICIPATION: 1/3 of grade overall grade.

Constructive participation can add to most lessons. You will have the chance to earn 5 participation points each day. You start each day with those 5 points, you can only lose them from your LACK of participation. 
Things that will result in a reduction of points
· Not actively participating- sleeping, day dreaming, side conversations etc. 

· Disruptive behavior that harms other students learning

· Overall LACK of effort

At the end of Each week a 25 point Participation grade will be entered in the grade book (may be smaller depending on a shorten school week) 
OTHER ASPECTS OF PARTICIPATION

· WARM UPS AND VOCABULARY sheets will count for 40 points of participation every two weeks. The answers and definitions are given at the beginning of each class therefore it is dependent on the student to PARTICIPATE to complete them. 


	CLASSWORK and HOMEWORK: 1/3 of overall grade

· Some will be collected and graded; some will be used for class discussion. Some will be used for open note quizzes.



	TESTS, QUIZES, ESSAYS, and PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS: 1/3 of overall grade

Tests

· Tests will be announced a week in advance.

· Tests can be any combination of true/false, multiple choice, matching, short answer, essay and matching questions.
· There will be at least three major assessments for each marking period.

· There will be at least one Essay each UNIT. 

Quizzes 

· Some will be announced some will not. 

· You will be able to use you notebook for some quizzes 
· Notebook checks will be entered as a quiz grade


Notebook

· This is an organizational TOOL to help you keep track of the assignments for this class

· If a Student is absent they should ask what they have missed and get the missing papers from Filing crate for their class on the right hand side of the classroom with organized spare copies of assignments that is kept in class daily. 

· You will need a 3 Ring Binder or sturdy FOLDER for your papers, handouts, and other written work.  

· EVERYONE must have one and must keep it up to date. A list of work completed throughout the semester will be expected to be kept in these notebooks.  

· Bring your notebook to class EVERYDAY. Periodic notebook checks and tests will be given on the content of this notebook/folder.
Make-up Work:
Obtaining make-up work is the responsibility of the student. Students should get paper-assignment type work from the Filing crate for their class on the right hand side of the classroom. Assignments are filed chronologically A-Z
Late Work:   


Being responsible for completing your assignments is a significant part of your education and will be stressed significantly in this classroom. Late work will be reduced 10% be the day until the fifth day where it can only be turned in for half credit. 

-If a student has an excused absence the work would be do in the same time period that it was for other students.



Thus the next day if students turned the work in the first day it was given. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dear Parent/Guardian,


Please read the attached syllabus, complete and sign this form with your student. I look forward to working with you and your student this school year.










Sincerely,










Mr. Rudy 










U.S. History Teacher
Student Information 

Student name _____________________________________________ 
Social Studies class taken last year _______________________   

Do you have internet access at home? _________________
Anything else I should know to help you succeed______________________________________
Parent or Guardian information:

Name of parent or guardian ______________________________________________________

Home Address ________________________________________________________________

Home phone number ____________________________________________________________
Parent or Guardian Email Address___________________________________________________
I have read and understand the rules and procedures set forth in Mr. Rudy’s syllabus. 

__________________________________________________
__________________

Parent / Guardian Signature


                         Date

__________________________________________________
__________________

Student Signature
                                                                           Date

If Obtaining a three ring Binder will be difficult please check this box 
Technology Contract and Expectations

Dear Parents, Guardians and Students,


With WCPS moving to a one to one digital learning plan, it is important to lay out the expectations for technology usage in my classroom. Please UNDERSTAND that technology will be used when it can IMPROVE instruction. It WILL NOT be used simply because we have access to it.  You will still need writing utensils, binders, etc in my class. 


To allow students to understand when using Technology is acceptable I will have a Green and Red Sheet on the board in the front of the room. With it is Green it is acceptable to use technology for the lesson. When it is Red it is NOT. 

	Acceptable Uses 
	Not Acceptable Uses 

	· Practicing Vocabulary

· Accessing class website

· Looking at Grade

· Creating work creatively 

· Collaborating with Students through Google 

· Further Research into a topic 
	· Taking pictures 

· Listening to Music

· Social media 

· Having Head Phones In

· Texting 

· Browsing the Internet during Instruction 



There will be an EMPHASIS on being a RESPONSIBLE DIGITAL CITIZEN

Consequences 

1st Violation- Warning 

2nd Violation- Contact Home & Half Credit on Assignment 

3rd Violation- Contact Home, Administration and No Credit on Assignment 

4th Violation- Contact Administration, No Credit

Using Technology in the Classroom is a privilege, not a right. 

Please sign and Return this paper to Mr Rudy no later than the 3rd day of school. This will be your first grade. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have Read and Understand what it means to properly use technology in Mr Rudy’s class and understand the consequences if my child does not use it responsibly.

Student Name:___________________________________

Parent Name:____________________________________

Parent Signature:_________________________________

If you have any questions please contact me at Rudyada@wcps.k12.md.us
