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The Men Who Built America: “A Rivalry is Born” 
1. Why did Andrew Carnegie start working at age 12? 


2. Why did Carnegie begin working with steel? 


3. What improvement did Bessemer make to the manufacture of steel? 

4. What problems did Carnegie run into with his bridge? 

5. Once the bridge was completed, the people of St. Louis were afraid to use it- they have never seen a steel bridge before. How did Carnegie show the safety of the bridge? 


6. When Carnegie built his steel mill, what was wrong with his timing? 


7. What industry did Carnegie turn to after the railroad market was destroyed? 


8. The partnership between Carnegie and Henry Frick worked very well, what was good about it? 


9. Why did the people of Johnstown ignore the warning to evacuate? 


10. How do you think Carnegie will react to the South Fork dam disaster? 
The Men Who Built America: “A Rivalry is Born” 
1. Describe the damage caused by the Johnstown Flood. 

2. How was Carnegie’s response different from the other South Fork members? 


3. Of all the buildings Carnegie built with his money, what was the most famous? 


4. What did Carnegie do to make sure the Homestead Steel mill would be more profitable? 


5. Why were working conditions a problem for the Homestead plant workers? 


6. How did Frick attack the union first? 

7. Who are the Pinkerton Detectives and what did they do for Frick? 


8. Describe what happened at the barricade when the Pinkertons faced off against the strikers.


9. Did the governor of Pennsylvania side with the workers or the owners? 

10. How did the public view the events at the Homestead? 
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